
AP Language and Composition    Mrs. Campbell, Mr. Dawson, and Mrs. Schaeffer 
Summer Assignment 2019     Google Classroom Code = qncaeo3 
 
Introduction 
Welcome to the AP Language and Composition course for the 2019-2020 school year.  An important objective of the 
course is creating a classroom space where students are able to engage in intelligent conversations about interesting and 
challenging topics.  Through these conversations we hope that you are able to carefully articulate your opinion and then 
respectfully listen to the opinion that others offer.  One consequence of this should be a stronger sense of mutual 
understanding. The ancient Greeks used the word “Dialectic” for this kind of conversation.  According to Merriam-
Webster “Dialectic” is defined as a “method of examining and discussing opposing ideas in order to find the 
truth.”  Not only can this be the work of two or more people, but it can also be the work of an individual, 
especially when striving to understand a text. 

 
Assignment 
For this summer’s assignment, you will be expected to read The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass and develop 
an understanding of its meaning and language through having a conversation with text.  This conversation will come in 
the form of what is called a Dialectical Journal. You must have read, and be prepared to discuss the book 
on the first day of class: August 26th. 
 
There are eleven chapters and an appendix in the book.  For each chapter, you should make one to two entries in your 
Dialectical Journal.  This means that you should end up with about 18 entries total.  Each entry should include a page 
number, a quoted passage, and your response.  Each of your responses should focus either on meaning in the passage or 
the author’s use of language (diction, sentence structure, figures of speech, etc.).  In other words: What is the writer 
saying? and How is the writer is saying it?  An entry in your Dialectical Journal should look similar to the one below.  
(Note: Your entries should be handwritten down on paper.) 
 

Pg. 
# Passage Response 

1 “I have no accurate knowledge of my age, never having 
seen any authentic record containing it.  By for the larger 
part of the slaves know as little of their age as horses know 
of theirs, and it is the wish of most masters within my 
knowledge to keep their slaves thus ignorant.” 

In this passage and for rest of the first page, Frederick 
Douglass introduces some of the particulars of his birth.  
Here he comments on the ignorance he has of his own age 
and implies that this ignorance is a strategy that slave 
owners would use to dehumanize their slaves.  The first day 
of the life of the slave, information that most who are free 
easily know, is unknown.  Frederick uses a simile to 
compare this ignorance to that of a horse, emphasizing the 
slaves treatment as being similar to that of the other farm 
animals. 

 
 
 
 
 
Additional Suggestions (Not required but highly suggested): 
In addition to reading The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, it is strongly suggested that you do the following: 

• Read a non-fiction AR Book.  You will be required to achieve a certain number of AR points for non-fiction texts 
during the first quarter in the AP Language and Composition course, so it is in your best interest to get started on 
this during the summer. We have a list on Google Classroom and on the SMHS website. Mrs. McKenzie has a 
cart already set aside you can pull non-fiction texts from for summer as well. 

• Read a wide-range of material from online and print publications.  Look for not only interesting material, but also 
good writing.  Here are several options:  The New York Times (www. nytimes.com), The Washington Post 
(www.washingtonpost.com).  The New Yorker (www.newyorker.com), The Atlantic (www.theatlantic.com), 
National Review (www.nationalreview.com), Discover (www.discover.com), and Scientific American 
(www.sciam.com). 
 

The Dialectical Journal assignment is due: September 3rd.  

http://www.sciam.com/


Dialectical Journal Worksheet (use as a guide if needed). You can handwrite this whole assignment on your own paper as well. 
 

Page Number / 
Chapter 

Passage Response 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   



   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

• 11-12.RI.1 --> I can read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and make logical inferences 
from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
Mastery Advanced Meets Approaching Beginning 

The commentary on 
each page shows high-
level thinking and 
connection of implicit 
and explicit content. 
There is significant 
effort and thought 
shown in the student’s 
attempt to engage 
with the text. 

The commentary on 
each page examines 
the text, expresses 
additional thoughts, 
and shows strong 
reflection of the text. 
Engagement with the 
text is strongly evident. 

The commentary made 
on each page 
incorporates minimal 
original thought and 
makes basic 
connections beyond 
the text. Engagement 
with the text is 
consistent  and 
present. 

The commentary made 
on each page is basic 
comprehension and 
does not contain new 
information or show 
depth of thought or 
reflection of the text. 

There is no consistent 
level of commentary 
on each page and 
thought is lacking.  

 


